Surgical wound infections.
At the last meeting of the SURGIKOS Operating Room/Infection Control Combined Advisory Panel, guest speakers reviewed current thinking and practices that have an impact on surgical wound infections. Presentation topics included the role of the CDC, nursing and classification systems in controlling wound infections; cost effective epidemiologic methods of reducing infections; and outcomes of surgical wound infection prevention practices deemed critical by the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations. The following is a brief overview of the presentations that guided panel discussions on these topics.